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ANCIENT DENTISTRY IN JAPAN 

R/ In a series of articles entitled "A galaxy of old Japanese 
Medical Books" Gordon E. Mestler devotes one section to works 
of ancient Japanese dentistry and histories of Japanese den- 
tistry (Bulletin of the Medical Library Association l:339- 
347 July e s is an important contribution to the 
bibliography of Japanese dental history. 


ORTHODONTICS AND DEVELOPMENTAL STUDIES 
R/ Several contributions to the history of orthodontics and 
growth and development studies have been recently published. 


B. R. Townend (Dental Magazing and Oral Topics 72:153-166 
Sept. 1955) reviews historically the subject of "expansion" 
in orthodontic treatment in an article entitled "The comedy 
of expansion and tho tragedy of relapse." 


Allan G. Brodie contributes “Orthodontic concepts prior to 
the death of Edward H. Angle (Angle Orthodontist 26:1\h-15y 
July 1956). 


Robert R. McGonagle presents "A review of the significant 
findings in growth and development since the advent of 
cephalometrics" (Angle Orthodontist 26:155-165 July 1956). 


Homer Garson discusses "Tendencies in the evolution of 
Orthodontia, past, present and future" (Las tendencias en la 
evolucién de la Ortodoncia, pasadas, presontes y futuras) in 
Revista de la Sociedad de Estudios de Ortodoncia Tweed de 
Mexico Jan.-June 1956. 


CONSUMPTION OF SUGAR IN HOLLAND 

R/ H. Van Hartingsvelt has published an interesting study on 
the consumption of sugar in Holland from 1850 to 1950 (De 
Toeneming van het Suikergebruik door de Nederlandse Bevolking, 
van 1850 tot 1950) in Tijdschrift voor Tandheelkunde 63:)8- 
452 June 1956. The article is based on actual annual records 
of sugar consumption and is accompanied by a chart showing 
the rise and decline of use in sugar throughout one hundred 
years, with notes indicating the historical circumstances in- 
fluencing changes. No attempt has been made to correlate the 
findings with incidence of caries. 


FAUCHARD BIOGRAPHICAL DOCUMENTS 

R/ Biographical details concerning Pierre Fauchard's resi- 
dence at the chateau of Grand-Mesnil from 173) (?) until his 
death in 1761 are published by Georges Dagen in L'Iinformation 
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Dentaire New Series No. 25:981-985 June 21, 1956 and No. 28: 
1092-1097 July 12, 1956. A facsimile of Fauchard's signature 
is important for purposes of identification with the hand- 
writing in the manuscript of Le Chirurgien Dentiste. The 
material published throws no light on Fentiara*s book or his 
career as a dentist. 


LATIN-AMERICAN DENTAL PERIODICALS 
R Cesar Mena Serra contributes an article on the Latin- 
merican dental press in the nineteenth century to Gaceta 
Odontologica 2:293-302 Feb.-Mar. 1956. The article also 
appears in Revista de la Agrupacion Odontologica de la 
Capital Federal 3) April-June 1956. Sketch of Dr. 
Mena's contributions to dentistry, with his portrait, is in 
the same number of Gaceta Odontologica, p. 289-292. He is a 
member of the A.A.H.D. and quite active in the history of 
dentistry in the Latin-American countries. 


ANCIENT EGYPTIAN MEDICINE 

Moheyi-el-Dine El-Kharadly (Ciba-Symposium 4:66-72 Aug. 
1956) discusses Ancient Egyptian ("Yon der alt&gyp- 
tischen Medizin"). At least so far as dentistry is concerned, 
the statements of fact and inferences drawn are repetitions 
of what has been already set forth by many historians. This 
is true with one exception. 


The author discusses the Thoma-Hooton mandible, and accepts 
the interpretation of Hooton that it represents a successful 
and an unsuccessful attempt of an ancient Egyptian surgeon to 
establish drainage for an apical abscess. The author con- 
cludes his discussion with the statement: "Die Spuren einer 
Hhnlichen Operation sind librigens auch sam Oberkiefer von 
Amenophis III. (Vater des Ikhnaton) im Museum von Kairo zu 
sehen." (The traces of a similar Operation are moreover to 
be seen also on the upper jaw of Amenophis III (father of 
Ikhnaton) in the Museum of Kairo.) 


A second specimen would be very interesting. A picture and 
description should be published. If these are borings leading 
to an apical abscess, it is important to compare them with 

the known specimen to determine whether drilling is their 

only explanation or whether necrophilous beetles or other 
means may be the cause. 


DENTAL DISEASES IN APE MEN 

R/ In an article on "Caries in the South African Ape Men" 
(British Dental Journal 101:4-7 July 3, 1956), A. J. Clement 
comes to the conclusion that caries and hyperplasia were 
diseases of the teeth before mankind came into existence, 
800,000 years ago. Clement bases his conclusions on material 
described by J. T. Robinson in 1952 and 195). 
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